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Eiko Otake: A Body in Places - Part III

Experiencing “After Fukushima: a 24-Hour Event” and More during
Platform 2016
On the �fth anniversary of the Friday that an earthquake and tsunami hit, and three nuclear

plants in Fukushima, Japan, suffered a disastrous meltdown, the Danspace Project exhibited

William Johnston’s photographs of Eiko Otake dancing outdoors in the No-Man’s Land that
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this catastrophe irradiated and left uninhabitable. The exhibition at St. Mark’s Church in-the-

Bowery was part of a memorial service titled “After Fukushima: a 24-Hour Event,” on March

11, 2016. The memorial was itself part of the ambitious Platform of activities this spring that

the Danspace Project built around Eiko’s touring program A Body in Places. Singers and poets

performed at the memorial, and in the late afternoon artists and scholars spoke at a related

symposium.

Spread along pathways lining the �oor of the antique sanctuary, and propped against its

carpeted banquettes, Johnston’s photographs depict a landscape of great natural beauty.

Unruly weeds and sun�owers thrive amid gutted homes, which spill their wrecked contents

into the yard. Ivy creeps across disused railway tracks; and sunshine washes over stubbly

�elds beneath startlingly blue skies. The ocean looks as timeless as ever frothing against a

sandy shore. It’s hard to grasp that this lovely place has been poisoned. Yet in a country known

for its crowding, the emptiness is almost total. Only Eiko, hunched and grieving, wanders amid

the overturned �shing boats and past neatly assembled piles of televisions and other

radioactive debris.

William Johnston’s photographs of Eiko Otake dancing outdoors in Fukushima
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Her pathetic �gure reminds me of Renaissance paintings depicting Adam and Eve’s expulsion

from the Garden of Eden, as if the tale from Genesis were not a fanciful account of humanity’s

origins but a warning of disaster yet to come. One day, perhaps, the gentle rustling that

surrounds us will be only a memory, and the survivors of nuclear contamination or human-

induced climate change will bitterly lament their exile from a paradise we took for granted.

The photographs of Fukushima accompany Eiko to many of the places she performs these

days, either as a formal exhibition or in the form of postcards and a video, so that seeing her

body in the photographs and also present before them audiences can experience a personal

connection to this place of devastation on the other side of the globe. For many of these

viewers, Eiko says, the initial response will be merely a question. “Oh! This woman whose

name I don’t know, is here. Why? But this woman, with the same costume, has been in

Fukushima. Hmnn. Why?

This season’s Platform is generous in scope. The Danspace Project has published a gorgeous

illustrated catalog, with wonderful essays by observers and participants including Eiko’s

precious recollections of her mentor, the late Kazuo Ohno. And the Platform opened on

February 20, with a program of “Talking Duets,” a series of improvisations highlighting the

kind of intimate, one-on-one connections that interest Eiko now. The audience could take

part, too, by submitting questions for the dancers to consider as they moved.

"Talking Duet"with  Eiko and Emmanuelle Huynh. Photo by Lucile Adam for Thalie Art Foundation.

The night I attended, a feisty and sarcastic Eiko, dressed in loose rehearsal togs, strode around

the space aggressively and grappled with a bemused Emmanuelle Huynh. The round-robin

format, with Danspace executive director Judy Hussie-Taylor reading aloud questions and

calling time with a desk bell, proved most congenial to experienced improvisers like Huynh,

who could fall back on their technique. An inventive Bebe Miller packed more discoveries into

the �rst few moments of her solo than were otherwise seen all evening; while Eiko’s duet with

John Kelly was a sentimental affair, as they reminisced about the apartment building where

they live as neighbors. None of this activity seemed particularly interesting, however; and

certainly it paled in signi�cance beside Johnston’s photographs of Fukushima.
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More substantive has been the related �lm series at the Anthology Film Archives, and a

Thursday-night book club also organized around the idea of “place.” Here viewers could watch

�lms like Noriaki Tsuchimoto’s “Minimata: The Victims and Their World” on a double-bill with

Eiko and Koma’s “Lament,” remembering and pondering the diseases caused by industrial

pollution and the AIDS epidemic; or Andrzej Wajda’s “Kanal,” a �lm about Polish resistance to

Fascism. These �lms are clearly political in nature; and by removing her work from abstract,

theatrical settings to perform in the context of real-world hot spots that Eiko describes as

“areas of historical memory” the dancer is clearly arranging her solos against a series of

political backgrounds. “I’ve been to Hong Kong. I’ve performed in the very area where the

Occupy Movement and the revolution happened,” Eiko says. “I performed in Chile. I worked

with Chilean poets. There’s no misunderstanding why Chilean poets. This is a country where

poets were very important and read as social conscience. The poets still make a lot of

memories evoking both the socialist time and Pinochet’s oppression.”

Yet, to my consternation, Eiko also insists that her work is NOT political. “I don’t think I am

effective in making political work because I still believe in artistic transformation which has no

message,” she says. “However, I need to be inspired. I need that anger. I need to work with that

remorse. If I don’t do that, it’s not me."

 

Related Features

CLICK

30% off 10% off

55% off

Print Facebook Twitter Email More

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

Advertisement  •  Learn More

Advertisement  •  Learn More

Advertise With Us

Make an impression - place an ad on

The Dance Enthusiast. Take 75% off

with the code COVID75, valid

through December 31st. Learn more. 

Contribute

Your support helps us cover dance in

New York City and beyond! Donate

now.

https://www.dance-enthusiast.com/features/
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=WXgoCQRTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2vxBruFtEQdrHpN4O3PtZayN6jwX-BXq_RYgxGJQfo2RKESYt1OC5daemCsl3v_bjjYoviUG6H_MsDBiH1Zltfw4k1it9YvkCuzjmfbPvnRrcxTpJmVkmZaVETRmeG_3vzSGOkQs2M1-ttX1FMBb4wAp8dYxCubXN_UVVrSOOOS8TccXPUpobvpBzqk7j5hoapMGZCXbNFIJc4a8VWtK-eGsQWrLHf3Xz9y1jJuQMiNijc-DlzIyAEbcTZzo4LcbYu5g6iAMmdzobr4bhk-iFhqmxmde70yAfG-LrvwxVjIm8&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2F%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=PQZOlwRTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2v1cHCxJeqvluaFwycABnwrBzSocyt0b6w-v-vuLOdmYpyhZ1ho7m2HVMlwO-mYxzypAUxodCGntEU2fPGopfthrkLfPS265NFHL-RIIRrOqWYk3FRZGdfUWGUzNgYJudQTLxkwqQ230V3AwZhWIwYNjfocIhzAwherFnTgqjCgDRUN72PA4BNlb_cgKgSJ20kopFtODrlxIlMo0DdfKDyKYI2KvEX1vkXGNaSyD2XYWmxLVH-q-Dmq9XIJQ_mfvLa0O11y4_PLmaCERjSTOzKuFBhQFfKGWWQprg4CMaZnGIyap89t1mdrnWd8S6dT5sR&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fnecoichi-portable-stress-free-cat%2Fdp%2F214069%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=00aiIwRTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2vmy9uqdYRj3D1oR0xhN3V_9Yfw9pdVkLfEYTZsCBr8K-u2T3rA_4LVLAQxUeyqruFk5bW36cVpX7jAOhebdTlthLITRLTaM9qLR_ocl0bxJuDwcz0jfhi7LAznfeTjxtuAabVadMcmSR8fpntGhXJ82Ge8P7hytDykLjkPI-yqTkD3WHQXRZoBtMHV_JvAPNEHj7KKYLdcoedDNKBAzsWwghECu8jQbyV-Fe5tjxqqwD8oVjh2yg9dnVWTJekz7vRJSI4Kl7vflV7j6p10ujJ_7GLpGYL4K2XQUtut6Eg1KLSL9JSKyIA0LpeiJ-UufCe&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Farm-hammer-litter-super-scoop%2Fdp%2F31855%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=_YVcMARTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2vGRZ-I8HMu-P4xoqUEi1quAYdlLIlj6dItE2fdAF76331qjgZgRbTP4zeBxrbEF62Ze67KYBMhB8D7Qprgod-AwdECBiVHYYCW73x6mk4FC1wr2XFXv2J7OslY5bCwqOIFMNHYp87Qw6q_XCPS3fQrClRqFyQWuCZ2SZMSQIoLCCiYYNWoJ-SjFvz0M--lOLRdzpAXyHZ6qtkSlCHHBGtfvH2OzZkntizQdDFEWmwcsHYAk9dqfgsFnLPM7E2HfDJ0FxdszS6k_gBsP_LULBlLM1sXZ9fkJpQ8mNa5BcuF8FZWYqY0mlit46GDIoCENp3&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Ffrisco-88-to-106-in-3-level-floor-to%2Fdp%2F240960%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=0EX5IARTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2vsMD213OAECu_-T4rs56Cb8l9sU5uHprcNy6H9cNBIvtrZWICV9f83Ct4cRUU62G7qvXcv_JJ41extCbMhmAjE5ci7zKUcfz9KX1UrEVs98aGqIZ2bTeLXg3F3_VwyMQycxxeAmj3zFhouYP4I5qpR75X_k70odjDsDyl7LnSixZKJz7RB4ShZu8gcfDGhnPG_BYzVI8tFJ_oSIEYc6GSRgLf6LTMDM7_s9FdLctrUX62eFkTIEsySJrI9-PPOlzdRXXnRcbV5edhP4KzNK5HKzzuVzS_5QB3k9Md5D9H4tDJma0Qsjv072h1Nb80F9UN&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fdistrict-70-can-cardboard-cat%2Fdp%2F245510%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=1QK-vQRTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2vZMEWh9oSGFkzIogSwc5kazFD5-cLmDb-YBXrCfKlHZQjRbFQWprgIr2Vur8p1VLNIjJIIb5dxRerE-Wu6XSklXCH88txIzmKVQd9cKomRoixjgIDwMJnmQ1Y8u04dr6kwHwJZfWGVHOUvdzU7X-j0c6naCJaF9Cu_iOq4EVPoJAYWQh4zEdu4U8ADO73ebkjubmSFmJs9HUnCflPfKSIWGAZBxuI4YryCsidZmoCj-lLbNKWfNLSAtKLw0MPLZeo_WlO0ys1AjrunD5Nq6O0aq25Z4GzGPJxAvAa6fKKT_vzWZB0QFfXW01nnrTZkjeQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fkittywalk-deck-patio-outdoor-cat%2Fdp%2F263136%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=v0rMBARTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2vzRMtLtSRmY-uUzYuwH-DS9gedg7E64CnBbMu46v6dhjb45I8BlcNws5et9ruY06aVmgkc9S02oNuzHzU1Ta1LcOozS0yVIP7m0ujAbESw7mgONpkBJ439_lzFodzbqVP1o-AngZZCy3pa3zdX4DvWnVAqr3RoF4gXpqSPxq1-EbUdMs-2WkHFw8okcIFSFm3lWaVj2p-QNOq14FOqSDZbs2lNEb3mst_qq70BEAdNqJSPHwsAI8JdO7bd8dJlea5MKZkf4B25VLPB1jf_jpKIrC6OvmNKJBgyQoIfXG8Ff8JAVeC4WUZlBHXzwRVYKyV&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fsherpa-original-deluxe-lattice-print%2Fdp%2F200254%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=2AjLwwRTzYBH77nthN_aORL1mJjQX0ZdlrU-fXWFqdY3Hq2Lq-QOtfPxQ7l_ji1qifLUyHkKpWSZ1T2IJWiAzj0lGq5lhIqWKShv4QRW2xTb_ZElK5oPly3saprCbz28TOLMa8uPbtHccvjGKuHihlkStqgooGZOB_55CMeYW9TnQs2vqHR-KNq3xKJI6V0hnOLc9z6ELqR1OZAbNKm3tqLAhD3HzgWxvWTA4Yid08zQd5C0v__i7BGaav6XvHinXVkJr-2jYOvxYyKTyTFPpn6Z3KdeCpd8NzrrPP4u2l6cvFpmZ8uZvYs9JTa6_pHT69_-EgkRBVe6yOc4hQ4NdyVCWzZYHHxNOtOkFSqsnheu4Sp63kAq2qj31mcyLmI-CwOEWQINyGkiwxGR4u1IKOCr0TWWVGcC7Iv0HdXEWzdkGTbzmBFKOwQ63_rFffVnRqRSCGOLu_qM_dALdko8EKzm8Q-1LFZZZjrgeQhoPp8UxuQ3&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Ffrisco-49-in-tree-shaped-real-carpet%2Fdp%2F235538%3Futm_campaign%3D232059%26utm_content%3Dmfa%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay
https://developers.facebook.com/products/social-plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.facebook.com/eiko.otake.77
https://www.dance-enthusiast.com/sfimoy/4dc1ab6e3a38/bottom/1/
https://www.dance-enthusiast.com/get-involved/advertise
https://www.dance-enthusiast.com/sfimoy/60529fea9ba7/right/2/
https://www.dance-enthusiast.com/get-involved/advertise
https://www.dance-enthusiast.com/get-involved/advertise
https://www.dance-enthusiast.com/get-involved/donate

